
Select Board Meeting
June 6, 2023

MANCHAUG  WATER  RESOURCES  RESILIENCY  ACTION  PLAN   
(MWRRAP)



Select Board Meeting - Agenda

• MWRRAP Process & Project Team

• Project Phases and Public Involvement

▪ Phase I: Data Collection & Inventory

▪ The Listening Session

▪ Phase II: Existing Conditions Evaluations

▪ The Problem Meeting

▪ Phase III: Solution Strategy Development

▪ The Solutions Meeting

▪ Phase IV: Report Development

▪ The Select Board Meeting

▪ Next Steps (Phase V: Report Finalization)

• Discussion



MWRRAP Process

• Overview: 

▪ Resiliency Action Plan for the Mumford 

River/Dark Brook watershed & river corridor 

▪ Specific focus on the issue of riverine 

flooding within Manchaug Village 

▪ A master plan for the Town to prioritize and 

seek funding for future individual projects.

• Funding: 

▪ $75K Grant from Municipality Vulnerability 

Program (MVP) through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA)

▪ $25K Match from Sutton

• Project Lead (Town of Sutton)

▪ Lead: Jennifer Hager

▪ MVP Team: Pamela Nichols, Lee Dillard Adams, Robin 

Dresser, Paul Maynard, Bill Wence, Matthew Stencel, 

Cheryl Rawinski, Sara Plutnicki (CMRPC)

▪ EOEEA: Hilary King, MVP Central Regional Coordinator 

• Project Consultants: 

▪ Pare Corporation

▪ Traverse Landscape Architects 

• Project Stakeholders: 

▪ Residents of Manchaug Village and the Town of Sutton

▪ Manchaug Pond Foundation 

▪ Blackstone Watershed Collaborative (BWC) 

▪ Blackstone River Watershed Association (BRWA)

▪ Central Mass Regional Planning Commission (CMRPC) 

▪ State Agencies: (EOEEA, MassDOT, MADCR, MADER)

Project Team



• Inventoried all major stream crossings 

along river corridors

▪ Dams and Roadway Crossings

▪ File Review & Data Collection

▪ Geometry, Condition, Hazard 

• River Corridor Subdivided into Four 

Reaches (A-D)

A. Upper Mumford River

B. Dark Brook

C. Mumford River (Manchaug Village)

D. Mumford River (Douglas)

• Section 1 of Report

Phase I: Data Collection & Inventory



• First Public Meeting – November 17th 

▪ Process and Scope Overview

▪ Overview of Phase I

▪ Open Discussion

• Open Discussion from 30+ attendees 

generated valuable feedback both 

during the meeting and weeks after

• Feedback utilized to: 

▪ Refine Phase II scope

• Site Walk Meeting – December 6th 

▪ Feedback received from MVP Team as 

well as Local and State Officials

The Listening Session



• Hydrologic and Hydraulic Evaluations

▪ 1-yr through 1,000-year storm events

▪ Current and Future1 Rainfall 

1. Climate Change Informed Predicted Future (CCIPF)

• Identify Strengths & Vulnerabilities of 

Assets within each Reach (A-D)

▪ Dams / Roadways / Buildings

• Report Sections

2. Detailed Results for Each Reach

3. Damage Assessment for Buildings

4. Overview Results for Each Reach

Phase II: Existing Conditions Evaluations



• Second Public Meeting – March 16th 

▪ Evaluations Overview

▪ Results Overview

▪ Open Discussion

• Open Discussion from 25+ attendees 

generated valuable feedback both 

during the meeting and weeks after

• Feedback utilized to:

▪ Refine Phase II findings and reporting

▪ Refine scope of Phase III

The Problem Meeting



• General Improvement Strategies

▪ Section 5 of Report

▪ Watershed-Wide, Building-Level, 

In-Stream

• Watershed-Wide Strategies

▪ Section 6 of Report

▪ EAP, Land Cover Interventions, 

River Obstructions

• Building-Level Strategies

▪ Section 7 of Report

▪ Sump Pumps, Floodproofing, 

Elevation, Retreat

• In-Stream Strategies

▪ Section 8 of Report

▪ Dam Modifications/Removals, 

Culvert Replacements

• Summary of All Strategies

▪ Section 9 of Report

Phase III: Solution Strategy Development



• Third Public Meeting – April 27th 

▪ Solutions Overview

• Watershed-Wide

• Reach-Specific

▪ Open Discussion

• Open Discussion from 25+ attendees 

generated valuable feedback both 

during the meeting and weeks after

• Feedback utilized to:

▪ Refine Phase III findings and reporting

▪ Refine the content of the Plan/Report

The Solutions Meeting

MVP 3rd Meeting
April 27, 2023



• Draft Report (194 Pages)

▪ Report Body (1-53)

o 9 Sections (1.0 – 9.0)

▪ Appendix A: Supporting Graphics (54-83)

▪ Appendix B: Corridor Photographs (84-119)

▪ Appendix C: Meeting Materials (120-193)

o The Listening Session Handout (121-150)

o The Problem Meeting Slides (151-169)

o The Solution Meeting Slides (170-193)

▪ Appendix D: Report Limitations (194)

Phase IV: Report Development



Next Steps

• Phase V: Report Finalization

▪ Comments from Public – June 14th 

▪ Comments from Select Board – June 14th 

▪ Incorporate Comments Received

▪ Issue Final Report – June 30th 

• Contact: Jennifer Hager

▪ j.hager@town.Sutton.ma.us

▪ 508-865-8729

Online Materials

https://www.suttonma.org/home/pages/manchaug-

vulnerability-preparedness-mvp-grant-manchaug-

water-study-project-information 

Contact

https://www.suttonma.org/home/pages/manchaug-vulnerability-preparedness-mvp-grant-manchaug-water-study-project-information
https://www.suttonma.org/home/pages/manchaug-vulnerability-preparedness-mvp-grant-manchaug-water-study-project-information
https://www.suttonma.org/home/pages/manchaug-vulnerability-preparedness-mvp-grant-manchaug-water-study-project-information


Discussion
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